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NOW WHAT? - COME DISCOVER GOD’S STORY IN YOU

Introduction - Problem - Boredom:

For me, life’s most painful moments come by sitting in a meeting that is
going no-where. For years, | have watched the person at the end of the table: 1)
dominate the airwaves talking about themselves 2) lose control of the conversation,
or 3) simply puts on the table a topic nobody cares about. | sit silently praying for
Jesus to deliver me from this situation. If you don’t come Lord, | will die of
BOREDOM. Boredom happens in lots of places. Classrooms. Movies. Waiting in line.
Stuck in traffic. | hear it from my kids all the time. But the one place boredom
should NEVER occur is with our walk with Jesus.

| believe the greatest indictment against Christ’s church and Christianity in
general is BOREDOM. To often people in church go through religious gymnastics, but
very little of it captures the core of their being. Rather than engage in the Christian
journey, rather than be inspired from the core, rather than be filled with excitement
for the work of God through their lives, we scorecard the service, the preacher, the
carpet and the music. Somehow we have fallen into the mentality in life that unless
we are entertained whatever is happening is not worth our time nor our resources.

BOREDOM should NEVER be apart of the Christian’s life. Boredom is NOT one

of the fruits of the Spirit. It is NOT mentioned as one of the character requirements
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for a leadership in Christ’s church. It is NOT one of the Beatitudes in Jesus’ Sermon
on the Mount. Somebody please explain to me HOW A WORD THAT IS NOT EVEN
LISTED IN THE ENTIRE BIBLE can characterize the people of God.

PAUL describes the Christian journey as “Hard pressed on ever
side...Perplexed...Persecuted” (2 Cor. 4:8). MOSES said “the burden is too heavy
for me” (Num 11:14). PETER described it as “inexpressible and glorious joy.” BUT
NO ONE IN THE BIBLE EVER DESCRIBED THE CHRISTIAN JOURNEY AS “BORING.” To
quote Shakespeare’s Hamlet, “something is rotten in the state of Denmark.”

| believe THE BOREDOM GENE stems from a misunderstanding of “WORKS”.
Whether we realize it or not, WORKS, GOOD WORKS AFTER SALVATION, represent
ONE’S LIFE MISSION, PURPOSE, PASSION and CALLING. The Bible tells us God has a
plan for you (Jer. 29:11; Eph 2:10). It is a wonderful and glorious plan. It is a plan
that has you on the front lines of His global cause. It is a plan that will stretch you.
It will overwhelm you. It’s a plan that will take everything out of you, but in His plan
you find yourself truly living.

Church, the word of the Lord for you today is “to awaken from the slumber of
chasing those things that will never satisfy.” Isaiah the prophet asked this
provocative question that still rings true for us today: “Why do you spend money on
what is not bread, and why do you labor on what does not satisfy?” (Isa. 55:2). To
quote William Wallace from Braveheart, “Every man dies, but not every man

lives.”
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Church, God has a story for you. It is His story through your life. It is God's
story in our lives for a grand future. It is that place where our design, our
experiences and our passions converge to do something meaningful, lasting and
significant.

On this Resurrection Sunday when we celebrate new life in Jesus Christ, we
need to talk about life's purpose, mission and calling. My hope and prayer is that
this Sunday, the day we commemorate Christ's victory over sin, Satan and hell, you
will take the next steps to fulfill what God has created you to do. This morning, on
Easter Sunday, | want us to take the first steps together in a journey that will change
your life. | want us to look beyond the resurrection of Christ to what He came to do
for your life and mine. | want us to “Come discover God’s story in you.”

Our first step together is to make sure “we’re good with God.” | call this
the “WHAT?” portion of the message. | will deal with the “NOW WHAT?” in a minute.
| thought the best way to take this step together is to hear the story of one who
turned from “seat warmer” to “leader of men in Christ’s church.” | want you to hear
the story of a man’s journey where religious routine turned to marvelous mission.

This is John’s story.
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Preview:
Now what? What’s next? How do we make this new course direction
meaningful and fulfilling? John wasted many years occupying time and space sitting

in church, but did not make any significant steps toward God’s story in his life until...

| believe one of the greatest mistakes churches makes is to gather professions and
then let people stumble their way toward maturity. This creates thousands of
spiritual “still borns”. Many of us have only taken the first steps toward’s God story
in us. We must finish the course. We must discover together what is next. We don’t
want to make John’s mistake of doing nothing for many years and missing God’s best
for us.

To do so | want us to look at text for today - Ephesians 2:10. For the past five
weeks, we have discussed how God has delivered us from: 1) our corruption to sin, 2)
our captivity to Satan and 3) our condemnation to hell. Our rebellion from God
created a gap a separation He could not live with. We talked about God’s love and
kindness that was extended toward us through Christ Jesus. Even though we deserved
punishment, we received mercy and grace. How the cross was necessary to maintain
God’s holiness and justice. We spoke on our response in faith that we trust what
Jesus did on the cross.

Now what? | believe this is perhaps the most neglected question in the
church today. Because we focus on one’s decision for Christ and not on God’s full

story for them, we give the impression that to follow Jesus is to sit in a chair, listen
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to a lecture each Sunday and put a few bucks in the plate. | am here today nothing
could be farther from the truth. Our text before gives us the answer on how we are
to live, how we are to fully honor God’s sacrifice in Christ for us, how God has called
us to particular mission and purpose.

Our text before us is a continuation of verses 8-9. In the Greek Ephesians 2:8-
10 is ONE SENTENCE. So let me read it as a segment and then we can unpack
together God’s story in you.

Text (NASB):

Eph. 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves,
it is the gift of God;

Eph. 2:9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Eph. 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand so that we should walk in them.

From this text, | see two life changing principles.
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#1: Come discover God’s AFFECTION for you.

Perhaps the most famous statue in the world is Michelangelo’s Statue of
David. The block of marble from which he carved his version of David was over
fourteen feet high, and was handed to him in extremely poor condition. Michelangelo
started his David in 1501, and finished it in 1504. | remember the first time | saw it
in Florence, Italy in 1984. The sculpture is taken from the battle with Goliath. Sling
over his shoulder and rock in his hand, the depiction reflects that moment in the
artists mind BEFORE David slays Goliath. Michelangelo wanted to capture the
CONFIDENCE of the young man as he approached a foe no one had the courage to
face. In order to capture the DETAILS necessary to capture this moment,
Michelangelo dissected human cadavers to understand human anatomy. The muscles
in his legs, the rib cage, his shoulders and arms, his jaw eyes and eyebrows and hair
look so real. Michelangelo worked on an amazing piece of granite. One mistake can
ruin the whole piece.

One day a young boy asked Michelangelo why he was working so hard hitting
the rock. Michelangelo said to him, “Young boy there is an angel inside of this rock
and | am setting him free.” The boy asked Michelangelo how the angel is set free.
Chipping, Sculpting, Sanding and Polishing.

Chipping takes off what doesn’t belong.

Sculpting is the fine art of slowly and delicately revealing the form and
beauty of the piece.

Sanding represents those times in our lives when seemingly negative
circumstances surround us. It is when things grate against us.

Polishing is that part in life everyone wants to skip to. It is that part that

makes us look good.
Our
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Just as Michelangelo worked tirelessly for 3 years to find the angel in the
stone, God meticulously labors to bring His design, His image and His beauty out of
our lives. He sees an angel in this rock and He will Chip, Sculpt, Sand and Polish until
the angel is set free.

Our text tells us that: “You are God’s workmanship.” The actual word
comes from the world of art. Literally, it reads, “You are God’s work of art, His
masterpiece.” Just reading this gave me a warm feeling. Even as an engineer, | can
appreciate the talent, vision and detail of great art.

1. There is a connection, a bond of affection, between any artist and their

work. There is a melding together of art and artist. This is why criticism
can be so painful. To attack the art, is to attack the artist.

2. The artist projects purpose and shape to their work.
3. The artist sees something in the stone others cannot.
4. Art is meant for display and admiration

“Your are God’s masterpiece.” (2x)

Tell yourself, “lI am God’s masterpiece.” Now bind the spirits of doubt and
unbelief and tell yourself once again.

“Spirits of doubt and unbelief, | doubt you and your lies about what

is real and what is fake. | will no longer sit at your table and listen

to your lies about my self-worth. | choose to believe the Bible when

it says, “lI am God'’s poetry.” | am God'’s painting. | am God’s

masterpiece.”

If this is true, then what is Creator’s purpose for you His masterpiece? Once again

we need to look back at the text for further insight.
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#2: Come discover God’s PLAN for you.

Many people exist with no purpose, meaning or mission in life. This includes
people in the church. Because of this, people never reach that place where their
abilities, passions and experiences converge to create something significant,
extraordinary and uplifting to others.

The Bible says: “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
;vc;gl;s, which God prepared beforehand so that we should walk in them” (Ephesians

Elsewhere it says:

“For it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure”
(Philippians 2:13).

For this reason | remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you
through the laying on of my hands. (2 Timothy 1:6)

For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. (Jeremiah 29:11)

“Before | formed you in the womb | knew you, before you were born | set you apart; |
appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:5)

From these passages, we can deduce the following truths about “one’s story”:

It’s really not your story, but God’s story through you. You were made for His
pleasure and His purpose. This frees you from pursuing a life with short-sited goals of
selfish indulgence and personal gain to a life that has God at the center. (God-
centered story)

It’s a story with a personal calling. Your life has purpose and meaning because God
planned it with purpose and meaning. From the dawn of time, God began your story
and He is anxious to write the best chapters if you are willing. (Story rooted from an
eternal calling)

It’s a story about understanding your design. The pieces of your life (your

experiences, your abilities, your personality and your passions) don’t make sense until
you see how God assembles them to a specific task. (Story with a personal design)
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It’s a story with a critical mission. God wants to change the world through you. He
created you for such a purpose. He fashioned you for a specific work. He put in you
troubling desires to reject the world as it currently stands and to fight for a brighter
tomorrow beginning today. (Story with a critical mission)

It’s a story about reward. Many human stories are lived for “temporary” pleasure or
satisfaction. This story has dividends that never stop repaying. This story captures
that core cry in all of us for “lasting” significance and contribution to God and our
fellow mankind. (Story with great reward)

I know for me this story began in a college dorm room. | was raised in church
my whole life. | am certain | sat through more services than Jesus ever did when He
walked this planet. Will you do it for Me? Opened up my life, my passions, my
directions. People often ask me, “How did you get from engineering to the
pastorate?” The short answer was simple, “It is more fun!!!”. | lived in covert world
of reconnaissance, Titan rockets and high profile military and congressman. None of
this compared to pursuing God’s story in me.

Wherever you find yourself on your personal faith journey, chances are God has
a story He wants to awaken through you. A new chapter, a new assignment, a new
work where “His story” in “your story” helps “another story” find real purpose and

meaning. At VCC we exist to help people “awaken” to God’s story in their life. Doing

this for people, brings us great pleasure and satisfaction.
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Conclusion:

Text (NASB):

Eph. 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves,
it is the gift of God;

Eph. 2:9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Eph. 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand SO THAT WE SHOULD WALK IN THEM.

Paul closes this section with an invitation. He says, “We SHOULD walk in
them”. He DOES NOT say, “We WILL walk in them.” Paul leaves the choice up to
us. What is interesting to me is that at this juncture He is addressing those who have
already responded to God’s invitation in Christ. Even though they have made the
choice of eternity, they are yet to make the choice of the terrestrial. The next world
is secure. The story for this one is still up for grabs.

Paul places us at an intersection. A decision needs to be made.

One that shows this world how much you appreciate what God in Christ has done for
you.

One that tosses aside the pleasures of this world and exchanges them for the purposes
of God in this world.

A choice that will determine that you with enter into God’s rescue mission for this
world.

A resolution that you will not the tragic events of this world be the last word in your
story, but will pursue God’s healing to set others free.

A determination that | will fulfill what God ordained before | took my first birth.

A decision that with God’s help, | will make my life matter, | will step into what |
have been called, | will stop chasing the wind and do something for eternity.

I will not long just exist, | will begin living.

| will come discover God’s story in me. Let’s pray...
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