Good Friday 2010
Big Idea: He set out to do it...He did it...He is still doing it today.

Introduction (8 min):

This little can certainly has a remarkable story. Who would have imagined
that a Georgian’s pharmacist’s concoction of carbonated water with coke syrup would
have such global impact?

Haiti...1992. | was Preaching in the streets on a wooden platform. Swetting
because of the heat and humity, my mouth was dry and | need something to wet it
down. | leaned over to the host pastor and asked if they had something | could drink.
He handed me a can of coke.

1998 in the Balkans. It was the year that Serbia invaded Kosovo and sent
thousands of refugees fleeing into neighboring Macedonia, Albania, Croatia and
Bosnia. | was studying the effects of war and fall of communism has on the fledging
church. One day, | went a visited a refugee camp full of Muslims separated from their
land, their careers and all their worldly possessions. As | walked in, | was invited to
the home, actually a tent in the mud, of a prominent leader. The entire village
swarmed the house. | sat and watched as people scrambled to honor me with food
and drink. What did they put in my hand? A can of coke.

Sitting in the West Bank (2003). Locked down because of a border skirmish.

All of Europe, the Middle East and Far East, Asia, Central and South America,
and in land down under, one would be hard pressed to find a civilized spot on the
planet that does not have coke cola. THAT DIDN’T JUST HAPPEN ONE DAY. In fact,
it was the stated goal of the Coke Cola Corporation in the later portion of last
century. In 1971, young people from around the world gathered on a hilltop in Italy

to sing, “I’d like to buy the world a coke”. This gave the world a glimpse of the
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Company’s future: an expanding global presence. this soft drink company set out,
they determined, they made it their mission to put "a Coke in the hand of every
person on the earth by the year 2000.”

Think about it for a moment. THEY SET OUT to put a can of coke in the hand
of every man, woman, boy and girl in the world. Thinking of the 6-7 billion people
on the planet, that is no small task. To a large degree THEY DID IT. There is barely
a place on the globe you can travel and not purchase a can of coke. And what is
more remarkable, THEY ARE STILL DOING IT. Almost a billion cans of coke are sold
each day around the globe. COKE SET OUT TO DO. THEY DID IT. AND ARGUABLE,
THEY ARE STILL DOING IT.

As we gather at this holy intersection on Good Friday, | want us to look at the
events of the cross in a similar lens. RATHER than focus on recount the gruesome
details of the crucifixion, ] WANT US TO WHAT DID JESUS SET OUT TO ACCOMPLISH
ON THE CROSS? WHAT WAS HIS MISSION? Luke says it more emphatically and with
emotion when he writes: “As the time approached for him to be taken to heaven,
Jesus resolutely set out for (set his face toward) Jerusalem” (Lk 9:51). Eugene
Peterson in the Message says it a bit differently when writes: “When it came close to
the time for his Ascension, he gathered up his courage and steeled himself for the
journey to Jerusalem.” Time and time again the Gospel writers tell us in one form or
another that Jesus set his sites on going to Jerusalem to suffer and to die. Most of
the Gospel record this resolution of Jesus in great detail: from one third of the
Synoptic to almost half of John’s account record the events of the last week of
Jesus’ life. Jesus certainly had a mission and a goal and | want us to reflect on
what His mission. In our short time together this afternoon, | want us to examine

together the following questions:



1) What did Jesus set out to do that week? 2) Did He do it? 3) And more
importantly, is He still doing it today.
Bridge:

In order to answer these questions, | believe we are going back to THE EVENT
that set in motion the unraveling of humanity. | want us to go back to the Garden,
back to place where it all began and a place where it all went wrong. | want us to
use this narrative to interpret what Jesus determined in His heart to accomplish on
the cross. Turn with me to Genesis 3 in your Bibles and let’s begin our quest
together.

Genesis 3 Recap:

The events in this chapter are as SERIOUS and SOMBER as the crucifixion
itself. | WANT YOU TO SEE RIGHT UP FRONT THAT THE SUFFERING AND DEATH OF
JESUS ARE DIRECT RESULT OF THE REBELLION OF MANKIND IN THE GARDEN. This is
no quaint mythological story such as Pandora’s box in Greek mythology. It is easy to
excuse these events are ACCIDENTAL, INCIDENTAL or MINOR INFRACTIONS. God
NEVER diagnosed them that way. After the rebellion, | believe, God the Father and
set in motion the daring rescue mission of humanity that involved the painful and
gruesome torture of the cross of His Son.

The structure of Genesis 3 is fairly straightforward. The first section, verses 1
through 13, recap for us the narrative of the Fall. The second section recounts the
curses that come upon mankind his rebellion against God: first to the serpent (whom
Scriptures later tell us is Satan himself), then to the woman and finally to the man.
There is certainly much to consider in this chapter, but time does not permit me to
commit on each aspect of this event. For today’s purposes, | WANT YOU TO

CONSIDER WITH ME THE DESTRUCTIVE FORCES THAT ENTER INTO HUMANITY THAT
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ARE STILL WITH US TODAY. ONCE WE IDENTIFY THOSE FORCES, WE WILL THEN
TAKE A LOOK AT WHAT JESUS DID TO OVERCOME THEM AND MAKE RELEVANT
CONNECTION TO OUR LIVES RIGHT NOW. ON A COSMIC PLANE, JESUS SET TO
REVERSE THE PAINFUL COURSE OF EVENTS THAT BEGAN HERE.  See if you find

them as | read to you Genesis 3. Follow along with me as | read out loud Genesis 3.



Force #1: The Inner Chaos of the Soul (5 min):

THE FIRST AREA JESUS DETERMINED TO REVERSE IS “THE INNER CHAOS OF
THE SOUL.” While working on a prayer line at the Cleansing Stream Retreat, | took
particular notice of the physiology of a woman who came forward for prayer. Her
head was down cast. Her shoulders drooped. Face hidden behind a layer of curly
black hair. The topic was Guilt, Shame and Condemnation and | could tell she was
burdened. As the anointer starting praying for her, | could tell their was some break
through, but | could not see freedom. | stepped into the line and introduced myself.
She told her name. We’ll call her Rona. | asked her how she felt. She said a little
better. | asked her if she would pray one more time and | would give her the word. |
told her to stand up straight and pull back her hair and look into the Father’s face.
She hesitated, but complied. | then let her in prayer which | ...”Heavenly, Father...|
agree with David who said, that | a fearfully and wonderfully made.” She looked at
me and | told her to keep looking at the Father’s face. Repeat it Rona. | thank you
that my face is in your wallet. My pictures hang proudly on your refrigerator and
that my name is written on your hand. Tears began to roll. “| celebrate my
design...| celebrate my personality, | celebrate my body, | declare that when you
made me you did a wonderful thing.”

SELF HATRED...SHAME...REJECTION...INSECURITY...DEPRESSION...NOISE IN OUR
HEAD THAT ATTACKS BOTH OUR DESIGN AND OUR DESTINY. It all began here folks.
Before the Fall, the Scriptures tell us that “the man and woman were both naked
and they felt no shame” (Ge 2:25). After the Fall, self consciousness grew to a level
THAT THEY COULD NOT FACE THEMSELVES, FACE EACH OTHER OR EVEN FACE
GOD. They sought coverings, man-made coverings, to conceal their body and their

soul. “I was afraid because | was naked so | hid” (Ge 3:10). Integrity was shattered
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because who they were on the inside could not match who they were on the outside
and so they did whatever they could to hide those area they were ashamed others
might see.

As a pastor, | dare see more struggle in this area than perhaps any other. Self
hatred and it vices of rejection, shame and burdensome guilt remove more
people from being effective in the Kingdom than perhaps any vice the has
occurred since the Fall. Many people | meet interpret the world and even the
Scriptures through a lens that makes them very small, insignificant or a burden.
“That promise may be true for someone else, but not me.” “I am only going to
fail so why try?” “All my life | was told | am no good, why argue with those |
admire and respect.” Internal dialogues that debilitates and destroys one’s life,
one’s purpose, one mission.

JESUS ENTERED JERUSALEM THAT WEEK TO FREE US FROM THE INNER
CHAOS OF THE SOUL. HE SUFFERED SHAME, REJECTION, INSECURTY AND
DEPRESSION... He set his will to go to the cross to push back the insecurities and fears
of the inner world that come against us whenever we venture out to walk in our
design and calling. He set out to squash the demeaning inner voice. At the cross, he
removed the stain of past events the blur our ability to see reality.

Rom. 8:1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus.

He set out to do it...He did it... and He is still doing it today...



Force #2: The Hostility in Relationships (5min)

THE SECOND AREA JESUS DETERMINED TO REVERSE IS “THE HOSTILITY OF
RELATIONSHIPS.”

As a seminary student, | want not used to getting phone calls late at night
about marital issues. Steve and Donna were a match made in heaven with a
little nudging from close friends. Steve was the pastor’s son. Donna, a singer on
the worship team. It was a church celebration when they came together. The
planning. The parties. The ceremony and honeymoon, the new apartment, the first
months of marriage were all wonderful events until...I got a call from Donna late one
night in my apartment in Boston. Steve has left and has been gone for three days.
Apparently, they had a fight and Steve left. Later, | learned that when the heat got
on in an argument, Steve began to run and live in his car sometimes for days at a
time. When Janae and | finally got them together, we watched them talk over each
other, point fingers and essentially blame the other person for not meeting their
needs.

WHY IS THAT THE PERSON WE CHOOSE TO MARRY, THE PERSON WE PLEDGE
OUR LOVE AND DEVOTION, THE PERSON WE CAN’T GET ENOUGH TIME WITH WHEN
WE ARE DATING, OCCASIONALLY BECOMES THE TARGET OF OUR WORST EMOTIONS,
WORDS AND ACTIONS? HOW CAN SOMETHING AS BEAUTIFUL AS MARRIAGE BECOME
A BATTLEFIELD OF MY RIGHTS AND MY NEEDS?

Well, this too began in the garden. The first recorded quarrel in human
relationships shows an event that is sadly recorded millions of time around the globe
each day. “This woman YOU put here with me, SHE gave me some fruit from the

tree” (Ge 3:12). Blame...Accusation...Arguments...resulted in estrangement, walls and
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division not only between the first couple, but later with between brothers, parents
to children, neighbors, tribes and nations. Prejudice sanctions hate and hate war.

When Jesus submitted his arms to the nails of the cross, in His mind, He
determined to tear down the walls that separate and divide us. He saw the fractured
pieces of humanity, not just internally, but socially. He did not write a book. He did
not host a seminar. Rather, than deal with the superficial remedies of tactics and
XXX, Jesus is one blow crushed a wall and enable people to have a new heart.

Eph. 2:14 { For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed
the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,

He set out to do it...He did it... and He is still doing it today...



Force #3: The Intrusion of the Demonic World (5min)

THE THIRD AREA JESUS DETERMINED TO REVERSE IS “THE INTRUSTION OF
THE DEMONICE REALM.”

The diagnosis determines the remedy. While | was in seminary, | work as a
computer technician for a large accounting firm. When you troubleshoot machines
often enough you begin to approach problems with a grid. My was RESTART the
program, REBOOT the machine, REINSTALL the application, REINSTALL the
Operating System, REPLACE the hardware component, RETURN the machine. This
system served me when until the world of viruses began to surface. At first, |
couldn’t believe people would actually write software to destroy data. | argued with
my fellow workers that it did not exist until one day, crash, my computer was
attacked and my data was corrupted. Then | became a believer. All of a sudden,
there was an invisible factor that hovered below the surface that skewed my
ability to diagnose. | immediately adjusted my diagnosing and soon was able to get
user’s machine back up and operational again.

| BELIEVE THE DEMONIC REALM IS MUCH LIKE AN INTRUSIONARY VIRUS ON
OUR LIVES MUCH LIKE VIRUSES IN THE COMPUTER WORLD. Entities we don’t know
come to destroy our lives in data form. We didn’t wage war on them, but they do us.
Unless we put up our defensives and fight back, we will be left vulnerable.

In the Garden, the demonic realm is introduced as a “serpent”. He twisted
God’s word in saying, “Did God REALLY say?” (Ge 3:1) and challenges our thinking
considering His character: “God knows that when you eat it your eyes will be
opened and you will be like God...” (Ge 3:5).

When mankind decided to align himself up with the demonic realm rather than

God, it relegated the earth to the powers of darkness. Later chapters, we read of
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Satan having dominion over homes, cities and nations themselves. The devil is a
virus to humanity out to destroy everything God intended to be good.

Ironically enough, in the midst of curse, God provides hope. “And I will put
enmity between you (the serpent) and the woman, and between your offspring (the
serpent’s) and hers (the woman’s offspring). He (the anointed one who will come
from the woman'’s line) will crush your head (all Satanic forces); and you (Satan
and hell itself) will strike his heel (the demonic blow to Jesus at the cross)” (Ge
3:15).

JESUS CAME TO JERUSALEM TO CRUSH THE HEAD OF SATAN OR IN NARNIA
LANGUAGE, ASLAN WILLING LAID DOWN HIS LIFE ON THE STONE TABLE SO THAT BY
CONQUERING DEATH, HE WOULD CONQUER THE DEMONIC REALM AND HELL ITSELF.
NT writers stated it this way...
1John 3:8 The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.

Heb. 2:14 He too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him
who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—

Even though D-Day occurred on the cross and Satan was dealt his death
blow...We still face numerous skirmishes with the demonic realm. Paul warns us to

NOT give the devil a foothold in our lives.

He set out to do...He did it...And He is still doing it today.
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Force #4: The Separation from God (5min):

Monday was the day | set aside to finish my sermon. Each Tuesday night, my
wife and Janae, organized a service for 100 college age and young adults called Real
Time in Santa Cruz. Hard as | tried | attempted to clear my calendar of interruptions
so | can focus on what God wanted to say. Often, a homeless man named, Steve,
interrupted me. Some days, he needs a meal. Others clothes. Sometimes money for
a prescription. Still other days, a couple gallons of gas in his car. One day | was
complaining to God about this ongoing interruption, when he spoke to me and said,
“You know that | am homeless like Steve.”

We serve a homeless God. One of the most overlooked, but obvious facts of
faith, God need for housing on planet earth. Much later after the Fall, once Moses
lead God’s people to Sinai, we are given explicit instruction on a tabernacle that God
will choose to inhabit. So many cubits and no longer. Gold. Garments. Priests.
Sacrifices. If you were a Jewish child in the Sinai desert and someone asked you
where does God live, they would point to the tabernacle. Later, the tabernacle
would be consumed by a Temple. Yet, even here access is limited to only a single
priest on the Day of Atonement. After the destruction of the Temple, God’s house
disappears. It is not until the Gospels that we hear the term, “Immanuel” God with
us. Not God apart from us, like in the OT. God chooses not to dwell in gold, silver
or precious stone, but in the hearts and souls of the human spirit.

The most devastating consequence of the Fall is the separation from God.
“So the Lord God banished him from the garden of Eden...He banished Him”

Access to walk with him without any hindrances is gone. The problem is not so much

that we are separated from God but that He is separated from us. Through every
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page of the Bible we find a God who is crazy about this rebellious species called
human beings.

Separation anxiety is nothing new to us. When Taylor, my 7 year old
daughter, loses her stuffed dog, “Picca”, our house comes to a halt. She can’t go to
sleep. She enlists mom, dad, brother and sister through tears to ensure that her
pursuits will not go unrewarded. There will be no rest in the Valci home until Picca
is found.

In that same way, God is seeking out each person here. Back in Genesis 3,
when an omniscient God asks Adam, “Where are you?”, he is not looking for
information. “Adam, | feel distant from you?” “Adam, | can’t stand the gap that has
come between us.” “Adam, | miss walking next to you.” Whatever it takes, whatever
the cost, God will make a way that the separation gap closes.

Rom. 8:38 For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,
Rom. 8:39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to

separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

He set out to do it...He did it... and He is still doing it today...
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Conclusion: Where are you? (5min)

Jesus set out to do...He did it.. and He is still doing it today.

Perhaps you find yourself here this afternoon unable to see anything or worth
or value in yourself. The inner chaos of the soul paralyzes you. You need to come to
Jesus and find relief.

Perhaps, you came here today distant from your spouse, your parent, your
brother or sister, your friend. You haven’t let go of the offense and in doing so a
massive wall separates you from them. You need to all Jesus to tear down the wall
and build a bridge to each others arms.

Perhaps, you have tried it all, but never considered that fact that maybe you
have allowed the enemy access to you soul. You have dialed into his signal, you have
come into agreement with his temptations and he likes tinkering with your mind, will
and emotions. Like Kim, you need to make the devil homeless. Break him off you life
and your family.

Perhaps, you find yourself distant from God. As you grab the elements of
communion today, know that God is near.

He set out to do it...He did it... and He is still doing it today...
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