CONSISTENT AND PERSISTENT PRAYER
Mini sermonette

About 5 years ago my wife decided that she was going to chase after God. I didn’t
really get it because I thought we were already chasing after God. | was a bible
teacher, we went to church, we were both involved in small groups, we were doing
all the right things. But something was happening inside of her that made her want
more than the status quo. She would say...do you want to go and see this guest
speaker with me or go to this revival meeting with me? I'd be like no... I'm doubling
up on the pig skin this afternoon... 've got a date with the 49ers and a bag of pork

rinds... but you go out and do this God thing...and she would.

Week after week, month after month she would go and seek God wherever she
heard that he was at. And she would come home and tell me these amazing stories
of experiencing God’s presence from Fremont to Fresno and everywhere in
between. She started praying in a way that was totally foreign to me...her prayers
were becoming more passionate and personal and [ remember one night she got out

of bed and I said...where are you going? She said, 'm going outside to talk with God.

...and this became a habit for her...she would CONSISTENTLY and PERSISTENTLY
pray night after night, sometimes both morning and night, and her spiritual life was

becoming deeper by the day.

But it was also becoming so deep that [ was having some problems relating with
it... remember thinking... nobody can really be praying that much...nobody can
really love God that much...and in some ways [ was jealous...I would think...this is a

part of my wife’s life that [ am not a part of.

And the Lord laid on my heart that He was her true love...that he loved her

infinitely more than I ever could...that if she put him first in heaven, that I would be



first on earth...And that he loved me the same way...and it was time for me to start

chasing after him too.

Wives, don’t be dismayed if your husband’s are trailing behind, because they will
catch up...we're guys, we're slow...continue to pray consistently and persistently for

us to be the men that God has called us to be...and we will become those men...

MY STORY

COMMUNICATION

There is no doubt that the most vital key to our relationship with God is
communication - and communication is a two way road. But as Christian’s we can
forget that. Sometimes we get the mindset that God is Ronald McDonald, or we treat
him as the Burger King rather than the King of Kings... we just order what we want
then we are on our way.

We think that if we shoot off a 5 second prayer into the atmosphere that we've
done our duty. Most of us never wait for a response... or dialogue with God,

Or in some cases actually contemplate what it is that we are actually asking for.
Looking back at life, aren’t you glad that some of the things that you prayed for
never came into fruition?

For example...

When I was in elementary school, I used to pray that the Bee Gee’s would come to
my school and give me clothes like them and we would do a concert during lunch

Thank you Jesus for not answering that prayer...

When [ was in the 10th grade, [ prayed that a meteor would crush this one
particular kid that just got under my skin...could you imagine the poor boys mom
looking for him after school? The principal approaching the car I'm sorry...we’ve

had a little accident today and believe it or not. but a hurling mass of rock from



space broke through the atmosphere, and crushed your son right in the middle of
SAT’S. but don’t worry there will be make ups...

Thank you Jesus for not answering that prayer...

One time when [ was about 16, [ prayed that my dad’s head would fall off so he
couldn’t see my D in chemistry...thinking back...that could have made my teenage
years really ackward. Having a dad with no head? What would I have done when I
needed advice about girls or gas money...?

Thank you Jesus for not answering that prayer...

In the late 70’s, [ found myself praying to be just like my tv icon. He was smart,
witty, cool, down with the ladies, and he loved to eat lolly pops...
Could you imagine how ridiculous I would look if Jesus answered my prayer and
made me just like Kojak?

Thank you Jesus for...

Getting back on track, when we treat our prayer life like a drive thru window, we
miss out. We miss out on the journey, the discovery, and great insights that will spur
us on to spiritual growth and greater intimacy with our father. God tells us in
Jeremiah 33:3 to call to him and he will tell us great and unsearchable things that we

do not know.

In order to hear, we need to take the time to listen. In order to see, we have to
take the time look. Being consistent and persistent is what the secret to a healthy

prayer life.

Which brings us to our text...

Matthew 7:7-11 NIV

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be

opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who



knocks; the door will be opened. Which of you if his son asks for bread, will give him
a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father
in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!

That is from the New International Version...the NIV

I'd like to read it to you again in an alternate version that is literally taking the

theological world by storm...it is the most accurate translation to date...

Matthew 7:7-11 NMV

You want it you'll get it; look for it and you'll find it; knock and GOD WILL answer.
Because everyone who asks gets; Everyone who looks finds ; [ will answer everyone

who knocks on the door!

And believe me...it's all good!

In the way how my simple mind works...I need to simply break things down in the

simplest of forms in order to make it more simple...so look at our key words

Want - Get
Look - Find

Knock - Answer

WHO IS THIS PROMISE FOR?

Everyone - Gets

Everyone - Finds

Everyone is Answered!



[t is obvious that Jesus encourages consistent and persistent prayer. The tense of the
Greek verbs in v.8 designate continued action. This means we must keep on asking,

seeking, and knocking.

Asking implies consciousness of need, and the belief that God hears our prayer.

Seeking implies earnest petitioning, along with obedience to God’s will.

Knocking implies perseverance in coming to God, even when he does not respond
quickly.
But do we really get what we ask for?

Christ’s assurance is based on

1) Seeking first the Kingdom of God

2) Recognizing God’s Fatherly goodness and love

3) Praying according to God’s will

4) Staying in fellowship with Christ

HAITI SURVIVOR
A MAN who appears to have been buried under the rubble of the Haitian earthquake
for an entire month has been miraculously found alive, doctors said.

Emaciated and with festering open wounds on his feet, Evan Muncie, 28, said a man
in a white coat brought him water as he lay under the devastated marketplace in
Port-au-Prince.

Doctors said the rice seller was suffering extreme malnutrition and dehydration but
did not appear to have any injuries caused by the rubble.

His family said he had been missing since the January 12 earthquake, but it could
not be confirmed how long he was underneath the rubble.



Mr Muncie was brought in to a University of Miami field hospital by people who
found him in the marketplace.

He appeared disoriented and may have been hallucinating, CNN reported.
He apparently told doctors someone in a white coat kept bringing him water.

Mr Muncie's mother was quoted as saying: "I thought he was dead, but God kept him
from dying."



18 AV %@«2 "

u@»ﬁm.
JUASISIT N ESEEOO



AIN .'pauado
3q [[IM I00P 3y} ‘SHI0U oYM
WIIY 0} pUe ‘SpULJ S)33S cﬁsu: g
!SIAIIII SHSE OYM JUOAIIAS 10 .- ¥
‘nofk oypauado . 7
3q [[IM I00P 3} pue MOoouy .
‘PULJ [[IM NOA pue 333 ‘NoA
0} UDAILS 3] [[IM JI pue v~m<=

Q-/ A u@»ﬁ&
JUASISIVT E&EEOQ



AIN iy
St oyMm ds0Y} 0} S}JI3 poo3 m\:w :8:3:

ur 1ayjeq INoA [[IM 3I0W YONW MOy - b
‘UIP[IYD INOA 0} S3}JIS p00S3 dAIS E.Eo& o
MO “[1Ad a1e no Y3noyj ‘uay} ‘noA jj--

JdJeus e Wy dA13 :?.». 4sty
© 10J SY[SE Y JI I (OU0)S B WIY JAIS [[IM.
‘peaiq 10J syse uos s1y JI noA wo yory >>:. @

11-6°A u@»ﬁ&
JUIASISIVT N E&EEOQ



AN 400p -
U} UO SHI0UY OYM JUOAIdAd . «
I9MSUE [[IM | SPULJ SY00] OUM . Ya
JU0LIDAT /5393 SHSE OYM IUOAIIAD "¢
asnedaq ‘ramMsue T1IMM Ao -
pue ypouwy {1 purj [[noApuejr - @
103 Y0O] ‘31 393 [[,n0A 1 iR no %: | 4

Q-) A u@»ﬁ&
JUASISIVT E&EEOQ



>EZ \LHOOmu _ : o e
Y} UO SYO0W OYM SUOCAISAT  ~ g
IIMSUE [[IM [ ‘SPUI]J S00] OUM _¥ai
SUOAIIAT ‘5193 SYSE OUM JUOAIIAD o
asnedadq ‘PMsue TIIM dOD .
pue dMoouy ‘1 pulj [[,hoA puejyr - @
10J X0O] ‘31 3958 [[,n0A ) juem no %: | 4

Q-/ A u@»ﬁ&
JUASISIT N E&EEOQ



\\;VOOMV -< m\.uH.l 0

e N

11-6°A u@»ﬁ&
JUIASISIT EuzzsoQ



410 v~m< il
IM I9A3}eyM ammv
IZENE)Y cm_:

u@»ﬁ&
JUASISIVT N EuumzaoQ




(£:6T uf)
ISty Yum diysmogpay ur %EmAv

(P1:C ufT1) =
[[IM S,pOX5) 03} SUuIpiodde %m.EAv s >
(gonen) = -
SSaUPOO0S S,pOXr) IZIUS0IIN <~ e
(€S9 WEN)  -° e
POS) JO wop3ury 9y} am‘:m Mmmm¢ " g
Yohe1g . |

JUIISISI] N E&EEOQ




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


