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The Landing of the Pilgrim Fathers

he breaking waves dash'd high
On a stern and rock-bound
coast,
And the woods against a stormy sky
Their giant branches toss'd;

And the heavy night hung dark,
The hills and waters o'er,
When a band of exiles moor'd their

bark
On the wild New England shore.

Not as the conqueror comes,
They, the true-hearted, came;
Not with the roll of the stirring

drums,
And the trumpet that sings of fame;

Not as the flying come,
In silence and in fear;-
They shook the depths of the desert
gloom
With their hymns of lofty cheer.

Amidst the storm they sang,
And the stars heard and the sea:
And the sounding aisles of the dim

woods rang
To the anthem of the free!

The ocean eagle soar'd
From his nest by the white wave’s
foam
And the rocking pines of the forest
roar'd-
This was their welcome home!

Felicia Dorothea Hemans - 1826

There were
men with hoary hair
Amidst that pilgrim band:-
Why had they come to wither there,

Away from their childhood’s land?

There was woman's fearless eye,
Lit by her deep love’s truth;
There was manhood’s brow serenely

high,
And the fiery heart of youth.

What sought they thus afar?
Bright jewels of the mine?
The wealth of seas, the spoils of war?

They sought a faith’s pure shrine!

Ay, call it holy ground,
The soil where first they trode.
They have left unstained, what

there they found
Freedom to worship God.

==

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving.
Peace and blessings,

Pastor Larry Lopez
Junior High & High School Principal
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Valley Christian 2
Junior High News & Student Activities

he Junior High is gearing up for

a very busy Holiday season. On
Friday, November 12th, the Student
Council met at Phoebe Chung’s house
for a first-ever Junior High Planning
Retreat. After a little fun of sharing and
bonding with each other, the work began
as the students broke up into groups
and planned out many of the school
year’'s events. Special thanks to Mrs.
Chung for hosting this awesome event!

Thanksgiving Feast

he next upcoming event is this
Friday. It will be our 2nd annual
- Thanksgiving Feast. Students from
6th through 8th grade are going
¢ * to participate in a traditional style
34\ Thanksgiving  Feast  Celebration.
Students are asked to bring in items
such as turkey or ham, corn, mashed
potatoes and gravy, stuffing, rolls,
water or dessert. The Fireside room
will boast long rows of tables covered
in festive tablecloths with classmates
sitting shoulder-to-shoulder celebrating how the Lord has blessed us all. It will
be a great way to kick off the holiday season with fun friends and delicious food!
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Valley Christian

Junior High

News & Student Activities

he “Week of Fun” is back! During the

entireweek of December 13th, students
will have the opportunity to participate in
wacky lunchtime events. We don’t want to
spoil the fun by telling you what the events
will be, but we can tell you it will bring a
lot of laughter to the junior high. While
students are participating, they will also
be earning homeroom points that will be
added to our next rally. Parents are invited
to come watch the fun everyday at lunch.
Events will take place in the gym, Fireside
Room and on the field, weather permitting.

LACK AND WHITE

MASQUERADE is the theme of
our December 10th dance party. The event
will take place in the elementary Multi-use
Room. The fun will begin at 7 and end at
9:30. Although costumes are not required,
students are encouraged to wear a mask
and dress in black and white. Fun music,

tasty snacks and a photo will be provided
for all who come to enjoy the festivities.
Cost for this event will be $6 in advance
with validation and $8 in advance without
validation. Prices will go up at the door
the night of the event, so don’t forget to
purchase tickets during lunch the week of
December 6th.

D E T A I L S
e

What: Black and White Masquerade

Dance Party

Friday, December 10

7:00 - 9:30 PM

Where: Elem Multi Use Room

Cost: $6 w/ validation
$8 w/o validation (tickets
sold in advance)
$8 w/ val or $10 w/o val
(tickets sold at the door)

When:

Help the Homeless... We are collecting
socks for City Ministries which is an
organization that provides food and clothing
and other services to the homeless in San
Francisco. Please drop packs of new socks to
your Homeroom Teacher
by Friday, December
10th. Students will earn =
homeroom points that ==
. -

will go towards our next f,":r
rally competition. Please "';
help the less fortunate

to be more comfortable this winter season.

"ﬂm;
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Valley Christian
Junior High Fundraising Opportunities

After School Snack Cart...

m Upcoming Events...

Thanksgiving Feast | Friday
November 19th

Holiday Dance |Friday
December 10th | 7:30-10PM

Week of Fun | Dec 13th-17th
Spirit Week | Jan 31st - Feb 4th

Spring Dance |Friday May 13th

End of Year JH Picnic |Friday
May 27th

LOOK FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please help stock our after school snack COMING SOON

cart. We urgently need:

« chips

+ water
+ sodas
+ candy

All donations can be dropped off at
Mrs. Styles classroom in the Junior High
building (J-4). All proceeds go towards
the 8th grade Washington DC trip.

The Road to Excellence



Valley Christian

Junior High

Yearbook

Attention Junior High School
Students and Parents:

The Junior High Yearbook Staff needs PICTURES. If
you have any pictures of friends, classroom settings
lunch time, sports events or anything that has to
do with the 2010-2011 school year at VCJHS, please
upload your pictures to the following website:

http://www.hjeshare.com
Use School Code: 2031452

You will be asked to register your name and agree
to terms. You may upload up to 10 pictures at a
time - please select high quality images for best
reproduction. Low resolution images may not be used.

After reviewing all photo submissions, the
Yearbook Staff will determine the final selections
for publication. Submitted photos are not
guaranteed to be included in the yearbook.

The Road to Excellence
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High School

From the Academic Advisors

Seniors: The Holiday Rush

Excerpted from Edufax

he only group more stressed than College

Admissions Counselors in December is
the group of high school seniors applying
for “early action” or “early decision”. Many
colleges announce their selections by
the last week in December. A number of
students will receive letters of acceptance,
while others may receive deferrals, a
missive that can elicit both pain and hope.
Even harsher toreceive are rejection letters.

Earlyactionorearlydecisionisawonderful
option for the student who has fallenin
love with a specific school. Since we
never know if love will be requited until
that acceptance letter arrives, it is always
a risk to apply early. At regular decision
time, many letters from colleges appear
in the mailbox. Some are terrific, some
less so, but there is usually a balance of
good and bad. There is also a larger peer
group that helps you understand who got
in and who did not. Early notifications,
however, stand alone. If you are
accepted, you can “breathe easy” for the
rest of senior year, although you must
keep your grades at a reasonable level.

By the way, it is perfectly acceptable to
call admissions offices and ask when
they plan to mail their letters or when they

will release their decisions online. That
will save you from having to camp out
by the mailbox or computer. In fact,
because of problems with mail delivery,
many schools now tell early applicants
that decisions will be available at
a specific time and place online.

Since scores have to be reported to

colleges in time for consideration by
admissions officers, the December SAT,
ACT, and SAT Subject Tests probably
represent your last opportunity to enjoy
the pleasures of standardized testing
before you leave high school to begin
your undergraduate career. It's also a
critical time for preparing financial aid
statements, due right after January 1st.

Il applications with January deadlines

should be completed and submitted
by December, and any recommendations
and school report forms should have
been submitted to the counseling office.
You should also have met with aguidance
counselortofinalize whatwill beincluded
in your personal recommendation. Make
sure to give the guidance counselor a
copy of your pre-college activitiesresume
so that your school-wide activities can
be mentioned in the recommendation.
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Valley Christian
High School From the Academic Advisors

False Rumors and Bad Advice

« Only a few universities accept the ACT exam.

« The first year of high school doesn’t “count” since no college looks at grades earned in ninth
grade.

« Colleges that cost more always offer a higher quality education.

- Competitive colleges no longer offer credit for AP scores.

« It always costs more to go to a private college than to a public college.

« All valedictorians are assured admission to the university of their choice.

- Take college prep courses early and make sure to have an easy course load as a senior.

« It’s OK to drop courses mid-senior year after you've received college acceptance notices.

« It is the responsibility of the high school counselor to select your courses and monitor your
college eligibility.

« Take the easiest classes to keep your GPA high.

All the previous statements are false. So make sure you get the right information from
someone who knows!

College Scholarship Sources

Colleges - universities offer merit scholarships for academic promise, specific talent, or athletics.

Corporations - local and national businesses grant scholarships. Check out the websites of national
companies to see what awards they offer.

«  Community Clubs and Groups - local civic groups such as the Rotary Club often post scholarships
at the high school counseling office.

« Religious Community - churches and other places of worship offer scholarships.
Minority Organizations — particular groups offer aid based on race, gender or ethnicity.
+  Your Parent’s Employer or Union.

To sign up for a free scholarship search, create an account by registering at www.fastweb.com.
You will receive emails on scholarships that fit the profile you create.

The Road to Excellence



Valley Christian 8
High School From the Academic Advisors

ConrzazlPreEr=101

Junior Year Checklist - Valley Christian High School

Your High School Transcript

This year’s academic record will go a long way toward either helping or hurting your chances of
gaining admission to the college of your choice. You can make up ground if you've been slacking,
and you can keep up the hard work you’'ve already exhibited.

"I Review your transcript.

"] Report any omissions or corrections to the registrar or a counselor.
"1 Compute your “academic GPA” and enter it here:
1 Set goals for junior year GPA: Semester 1 Semester 2

College Admission Testing

] Attend the ACT/SAT testing workshop presented by the PTF in September.

"] Take the PSAT in October.

71 Review your PLAN and PSAT scores with a counselor.

1 Register for the ACT Achievement Test and/or SAT Reasoning test online at
www.actstudent.org or www.collegeboard.com.

Take the ACT and/or SAT during the spring semester. That way you’ll have at least one score
going into your senior year. This also puts you on college mailing lists and gives significant
information to the schools you are considering.

= Strategy: Don’t take the ACT or SAT too often. Scores may improve with the second or third
tests and then go down.

College & Scholarship Search
Talk to friends and family to gather ideas on colleges. Begin researching possible colleges and
request or download information from them. Bookmark these search tools:

[l www.Naviance.com

1 www.MyCollegeQuickstart.com

The Road to Excellence



Using Naviance, develop a college file to store information about colleges and scholarships,
recommendations, your lists of awards and activities, etc.

Get to know the admission criteria and the “freshman profile” for your top schools. Know where you
stand in relation to those requirements and statistics and work toward changing what you can if you
fall short. Ask your high school counselor for suggestions as to colleges you should consider but
might not have thought of on your own.

= Strategy: Volunteer to help someone a year older than you locate scholarship information with the
understanding that you'll get all their information when they’re through.

College Visits
] Visit college campuses when school is in session, especially on Preview Days.

= Strategy: Attend events on college campuses (plays, concerts, sporting events, activities related to
your major, etc.).

College Applications
You will apply to colleges in the Fall of your senior year. However, you can begin preparation earlier
than September of your senior year.

1 ldentify two adults - teachers, coaches, or pastors - who will write letters of
recommendation for you.

Name: Position:

Name: Position:

= Strategy: Over the summer, begin writing practice essays and rough drafts of college applications.
Ask friends and family to critique your essays.

Extracurricular Activities
Get involved in extracurricular activities and volunteer in your community. Choose activities that
matter to you and develop your gifts and talents.

"1 Volunteer to lead a project or activity.
"1 Run for leadership positions in the organizations you are involved in.
1 Find your niche and commit to a program or “cause”.

= Strategy: Create and routinely update a record of your activities and service. At the start of your
senior year, provide a copy of your record to your counselor.

The Road to Excellence



Valley Christian 10
High School Student Activities

High School News

ots of activities happened in the

month of November and more to
come in December. The girls are
starting to ask the boys to the annual
Sadie Hawkins Dance on December
3, 7:30-11:00. The theme is “Back to
the Future”, we expect to see some
dressed from the past and some toward
the future. Everyone is welcome, no

dates are necessary. The photo booth Host Families Wanted
will be back and this time with props: For the Spring semester, Valley Christian
School will host two high school girls from our

he ASB took their annual trip to Mount sister school in Japan. The girls will come to
Hermon for the ACSI Leadership experience culture and education in America.
Retreat. Nine other schools attended
including Redwood Christian and If you are able to welcome one or both of
Valley Christian San Jose. Students these students in your home, please contact
went to seminars with other schools Yuko Diehl at yukodiehl@hofmail.com
and discussed what issues their schools
had and ideas to make our events Hosts will receive a monthly stipend to offset

better. Our speaker was Peter Hough any expenses incurred.

and his topic was “Lead like Jesus”. He
spoke to the group in 5 sessions and — .
really gave us a lot to think about. & 3
We were pleasantly surprised when & 3D
Anthony McCleod, one of our alumni, ' |]
lead worship the first night. When
we met together, much planning was < 3
done for spirit week and many ideas i$)”
for chapel. We kept Mrs. Kirksey up h

until 2:30 AM on Thursday night talking

B

Thanksgiving &,

il

0. 9.9

High School Office

> will be closed from
I}. November 22nd -
J

about our relationship with God. It 2 November 26th
was life changing. We look forward : F, <
to sharing some of our thoughts and ‘th® )

moments in chapel in the near future.

The Road to Excellence
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High School Student Activities

Care Packages for Troops in Afghanistan...

Valley Christian Junior and Senior High School is committed to partnering with our global community
to impact change one person at a time. Take Action ... Be The Change is our Servant Leadership
motto which illustrates our passion to be change agents in this world.

During the month of November, Valley Christian’s Conservative Leadership Club will be hosting

a school-wide Servant Leadership Initiative, the Christmas Care Package Project. This project is a
student led initiative on campus to collect supplies for at least 250 individual care packages to be
sent to United States Military Servicemen in Afghanistan. It will be a homeroom competition in which
the class collecting the most items will win a special prize. We are collecting from Friday, November
12 to Friday November 19. Once the supplies are collected, Valley Christian students will package

and ship the packs to Afghanistan with the help of Blue Star Moms, a non-profit organization in San
Ramon, CA (300 Deerwood Road, San Ramon) which ships donated items to soldiers in the Middle
East. In order to make this project a reality, we are having homerooms collect items that they need.

We look forward to partnering with you as we inspire future youth leaders to participate in
philanthropic events that serve our local, national, and global communities.

Make sure your child checks with his/her homeroom to see what item they are supposed to collect.
Please feel free to contact us at your convenience with any questions, comments, or concerns.

Thank you and God bless,

Saul Drevitch James Kaune
Teacher Advisor- Conservative Leadership Club Student President-Conservative Leadership Club
sdrevitch@dublinvcc.org jkaune@sbcglobal.net

The Road to Excellence
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High School Student Activities

Wish you were here

Mediterranean
Cultures Tour

June 17-29, 2011

Register by

—omT December 15,2010 to receive $200
off the brochure price!

= _l_Me Roman Forum

Register and make payments
online at
www.educationaltravel.com

See the complete itinerary at:
www. educationaltravel.com
username: europe2011
password: culture

It’s not too late for Valley Christian High
School students and parents to enroll and join
Mrs. DeHope, Mrs. Romero and Mrs. Masamori
on an amazing trip that includes stops in
Rome to visit the Vatican, the Colosseum

and the Roman Forum; a visit to Piza followed
by a drive along the Italian Riviera into
France; a day in Monaco to see the Palace of
Prince Rainier and the quaint village of Eze;
an adventure through the walled city of
Carcosonne; time in Barcelona to visit the Parc
Guell and Gaudi’s unfinished Sagrada Familia;
ending in Madrid with visits to the Royal
Palace and the Prada Museum.



Valley Christian 13

High School Yearbook

Attention High School
Students and Parents:

The High School Yearbook Staff needs PICTURES. If
you have any pictures of friends, classroom settings
lunch time, sports events or anything that has to
do with the 2010-2011 school year at VCHS, please
upload your pictures to the following website:

http://www.hjeshare.com
Use School Code: 2031475

You will be asked to register your name and agree
to terms. You may upload up to 10 pictures at a
time - please select high quality images for best
reproduction. Low resolution images may not be used.

After reviewing all photo  submissions, the
Yearbook Staff will determine the final selections
for  publication.  Submitted photos are not
guaranteed to be included in the yearbook.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Mon - Thur  Nov 15th-18th 10:25AM JH CHapel - Spiritual Emphasis Week
Mon - Thur  Nov 15th-18th 11:55AM SH Chapel - Spiritual Emphasis Week
Friday November 19th 11:40AM-12:20PM  JH Thanksgiving Feast
Mon - Fri November 22-26 School Closed - Thanksgiving Recess
Friday December 3rd 7:30PM VCHS Sadie Hawkins Dance
Friday December 10th 7:30PM VCJH Dance - Black & White Masquerade
Wednesday December 15th 7:00PM “Christmas Presents” - VCJH/HS Performing Arts - VCC Sanctuary
Friday December 17 Half Day Christmas Recess begins - half day schedule
December 20-31 Christmas Recess - School Closed

The Road to Excellence
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High School Performing Arts

Christmas Presents...

The Performing Arts Department at Valley Christian Schools has been busy preparing for
seasonal concerts this December. The choir has been rehearsing for several performances

coming up during the holiday season featuring numbers like Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairies,
Baby It’s Cold Outside, and everyone’s favorite Carol of the Bells.

Following a very successful November presentation of “All | Really Need to Know I Learned in
Kindergarten” by our theater department, the Performing Arts community at Valley Christian
will be presenting a feast of vocal and instrumental music, and drama at our winter concert
“Christmas Presents...” on Wednesday, December 15th at 7:00 pm.

The concert choir, drum and fife corps, ladies and mixed ensembles, and Junior High drama
club will participate in ringing in the holidays and celebrating the birth or our Lord. Don’t

miss this entertaining and inspiring night showcasing the talent and hard work represented
by our performance community at Valley Christian Schools..

The Road to Excellence
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Junior High & High School Athletics

Football | The last two games were huge
wins over St. Elizabeth and Harker
Academy with what has been a tough
season against some very strong teams
for our varsity Vikings. We made it into
the playoffs again! Our first game will
be Friday night, November 19 at 7:00 in
Fortuna, California.

Volleyball | The varsity girl’s volleyball
team made it to playoffs, but lost in
the quarterfinals to the University High
School in San Francisco. We are very
proud of our players and coaches for a
very successful season!

JH Girl’s Softball | Our junior high softball
team finished their season in third
place in league! We are proud of their
awesome teamwork and camaraderie.
These girls had a wonderful bond during
their season.

JH Flag Football | Our flag football
team won every game this season!
They took first place in league and
will have a banner posted in the
A D ,_" vy TN “ ¥ gym with all their names listed

4Ll | TG R - to commemorate their terrific
294 1Ay Y 5 s i N .

accomplishment.

A )

Open Field Softball | Women's
softball is having open fields on
Tuesday and Thursday on our
softball fields from 3:15-4:30. All
high school girls are welcome.

The Road to Excellence
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Junior High & High School Athletics

Junior High Basketball | The junior high basketball teams have been chosen, with their
first game on November 18 at CCS in Fremont.

Varsity Women's Basketball | The varsity women'’s basketball team will be led this year by
Coach Rod Woodson. Their first game is a tournament on December 1 at St. Elizabeth.

Men'’s Basketball and Wrestling | The men’s basketball teams and JV wrestling team
haven’t been finalized yet, due to the uncertainty of the length of the football season.

As with all sports news and schedules, please see vcsathletics.com and vcsfootball.com.

Sports Physicals | Dr. Bell will be doing $20.00 sports physicals for
any of you that need them on December 1st from 5:30-6:30 at his
Pleasanton office: 5000 Pleasanton Avenue #200. Remember all our
athletes need sports physicals that are less than 1 year old during the
time they are playing a sport. Also, Dr. Bell gives us the money back
as a fundraiser for our sports programs so it’s a great way to support
our teams. Both sports physical forms are located at vcsathletics.com

\ so you can pre print them and fill them out prior to your doctor’s
visit.

The Road to Excellence
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ParentTeacherFellowship

NEWS FROM YOUR PTF

AL Thank you to all sophomore parents who volunteered for the October staff
Board Members luncheon. Sophomore parents you are AWESOME!!

Miriam Lietz PTF is currently looking to fill three board member positions. This is a great
Chairperson way to serve our children and our school. If you are interested and would like
more information about the open positions contact Miriam Lietz at Lietz5@

Vice Chairperson netscape.net

Jill Dykes Attention Valley Christian Sophomores and Juniors!

Treasurer
Planning on taking the SAT? Kaplan Test Prep has programs offered on campus

to help you study! Valley Christian students pay just $499 for SAT or ACT

Lori Umidon complete courses (Installment billing available at no additional charge)!

Secretary

SAT Class at Valley Christian High School starts in a few months space is limited
Danielle Toney so register today!

Newsletter

10 Session Class to prepare for March SAT (Saturdays 9am, Sundays 1pm)
Shelley Parker Sat 1/8 Sat 2/5

Chree Mimms Sun 1/9 Sat2/12

Jill Skillicorn Sat 1/22 Sat 2/26

Special Events Sat 1/29 Sun 2/27

Sun 1/30 Sat 3/5

Lynn Kirksey

Staff Representative Kaplan also has a new program for freshman, sophomores and juniors called
College Prep Advantage that give you unlimited test prep for the PSAT, SAT and
ACT through your senior year! Visit website for more information.

Larry Lopez
JH/HS Principal To enroll or for more schedules in your neighborhood please visit Kaplan online

at www.kaptest.com/SAT or call at 1-800-KAPTEST.

The Road to Excellence



Join us for what might be the most unusual perspective
on Christmas you've experienced!
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Heaven's Farewell
Batte for Birth-

Hingelic Antictpation

Sundays in December | VCC Sanctuary | 8:30 & 10:30 AM

7500 Inspiration Drive | Dublin, CA | 925.560.6202 | www.dublinvcc.org
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Conilee’s Lunch Corner

Hello VCHS Parents,

The Lunch Program is up and running thanks to all the wonderful volunteer parents helping
out in the Snack Shack. Thank you to each and every one of you. It’s great to see familiar faces
as well as new faces lending a helping hand.

We are off to a good start but we still have some areas of need. | am interested in talking to
anyone who owns a restaurant that would like to provide some different food choices for our
kids. Anyone own a shop that makes Sandwiches, Mexican food, Fresh soups, Asian food? |
also have a need for any parents that are available on Tuesdays or Thursdays between 8 or 9
am to 11:30 am, to help cook meals for lunches in the church kitchen. The more food we can
make ourselves the more funds we can raise for the schools programs, clubs and activities.
And lastly, | still need volunteers to help serve lunches in the Snack Shack any time Monday
thru Friday, from approximately 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. If you are able to help out in any of these
areas please contact me.

Each Christmas we have a tradition at VCHS of handing out free candy bags to : v

our kids on the last day of school before Christmas break. Mr. Lopez and myself
dress up as “Elves” and hand it out during lunch. The kids get a BIG kick out of
it. If you would like to donate candy, please bring it to the Snack Shack Monday
thru Friday 8-3pm.

Until next month be Blessed and Thank you'!

Conilee Richardson

Director of Food Services

Valley Christian JR/SR High School
925-321-1901
2conilee@comcast.net

Can you donate any of these new or used items?

Costco size bags of Candy (Chocolate and assorted fun size, Christmas)
Heavy duty counter top mixer. (Kitchen Aid)
Restaurant size cupcake pans

Cold drink Vending Machine

Freezer ( any size)
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6th Grade Lunch Program

Attention 6th Grade Parents.....

You and your student have made it through the 1st Qtr. - wow how time flies. | wanted
to drop a note to you and say Thank You to those parents who came in and volunteered
your time. You have made our 1st Qtr. successful as we rely on volunteer hours to power
our program.

We still have 3 more Quarters to go and we need help from the 6th grade parents. You
are required to volunteer 20 hours in the kitchen for your 6th grader or you may choose
to write a check out in the amount of $400.00 in lieu of the Volunteer hours.

If you choose to make the payment it needs to be sent in by 3/31/2011. If you are
interested in getting signed up to volunteer please give me a call (925) 321-0036 or
send me an email: tmurdoch@dublinvcc.org or threejclub@msn.com.

In addition at the end of each month you will get a volunteer signup sheet that | send
out every month, please fill out that form and send the form back in. Looking forward to
working with all of you in the kitchen.

Thank you for your support of our VCJH Lunch Program!
Blessings -
Tamara Murdoch

Lunch Coordinator
Valley Christian Elementary School
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Valley Christian

6th Grade Lunch Menu - November
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Valley Christian

6th Grade Lunch Menu - December
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Valley Christian
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